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Dana has traditionally provided an easy first ice gully climb, with some seven pitches averaging about 40-45 
degrees in steepness. In fall it often turns to a bubbly hard water ice. Take care when it is this boilerplate hard since 
,although it is low-angle, a single error can lead to a long scraping fall as has happened before to the careless.

Where
The trailhead is at Tioga Lake on Highway 120, just short of a mile east of the Tioga Pass entrance station to 
Yosemite National Park and 11 miles from Lee Vining and Highway 395. Park at the Tioga Lake pullout (with 
bathrooms) at the north end of the lake (9440 feet). Tioga Lake campground is located near the trailhead and the 
Tioga Pass Resort and store (www.tiogapassresort.com) are only 1/2 mile east offering gas, food, dining, 
accommodation and supplies…don’t miss the Tioga Pass Burgers!

When
In early season there is often still a lot of snow remaining and ski descents of the route are not unknown in May 
and early June. For climbers the best time is from September until the winter’s first snows arrive.

Strategy
You have two options and it is hard to say which is better.

1) A single day climb is reasonable. This means that you can pick up a good trail down from the summit and fol-
low this back down towards the Tioga Pass entrance station. 

2) An overnight climb gives you the chance to enjoy the great scenery and take a more leisurely pace, but entails 
a more complex descent to recover your camp. The best option can be to have one person take the climbing gear 
down the easy trail to the entrance station and have someone else go down and pick up camp. The shortcut direct 
to camp is loose and has little to recommend it other than it gets you down. Take care on this loose descent.

Either way the important thing is to make sure that you get to the Tioga Gas Mart near Lee Vining for a late after-
noon snack. They offer not only great food, but live music on a regular basis in summer. Try the mango margaritas.

Equipment
Take 4-6 ice screws in several lengths or snow pickets in early season. The rock is not good enough to be of much 
use, but if it makes you feel better take a couple of pieces. Most of your belays will be off natural features or ice 
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screws. Slings and carabiners. A 50-55 
meter rope is adequate and there is no 
need to run it out any longer.

Approach 
The approach is cross country following 
a non-maintained trail. From the parking 
area (9,750 ft.) find the trail on the south 
side of the outhouse and drop about 70 
feet to Tioga Lake. Follow the trail around 
the lake past a signpost to Glacier Canyon 
and contour north towards the creek, 
climbing some. You will cross the creek to 
the north side at 9,840 ft. and the trail will 
improve. Take this up a mile or so to the 
first basin with meadows at 10,380 ft.

Travel around the meadow on its north 
side and follow a trail up through the rock 
slabs and talus away from the creek to 
the second meadow at 10,550 ft. The trail 
starts to disappear now, but keep following 
the drainage up across loose talus. Stay on 
the left side of the canyon and when you 

encounter a short steeper cliff climb up and around it on the left. Go past one lake to a few camp platforms and 
walls on the northwest end of Dana Lake (11,150 ft.). Pass around the lake on its east side. There is a bit of a trail 
in places and a cliff will force you down to the water’s edge where a few steps on blocks in the water will get you 
around it. At the end of the lake head up and right over loose talus to the top of a moraine and you will be at the 
edge of the glacier–or whatever is left of it these days. 

The Climb: AI2
Pretty obvious! Head up the main couloir climbing the 
ice, encountering rock and talus towards the top. Take 
a break here and then follow the ridge on class 2-3 
loose rock to the summit with outstanding views.

Descent
If you have no camp to pick up, follow the use trail 
directly down toward the pass. Once past the rocky 
promontory locally known as Mt. Ferdinand (after long-
time entrance station ranger who is said to have died 
from a broken heart after the Park Service dumped him 
for spending too much time talking to visitors) cut back 
towards the Tioga Lake parking area or go direct to the 
entrance station and head down the road to Tioga Lake. 

If you have a camp to pick up, follow one of the count-
less trails here down and to the right and then cut over 
to a small saddle at 12,150 ft. There may be snow at 
the top of the gully or it may be loose talus. Now cut 
directly down to Dana Lake via fourth class terrain over 
loose slabby rock. Take care through this until it eases 
off and puts you back at camp. Retrace your steps down 
Glacier Creek. Eric Owen and Candy McNulty nearing the top of Dana Couloir


